THE JEWISH WORLD IN
THE TIME OF JESUS

FROM THE PROPHETS TO JESUS

INTRODUCTION

JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY

JUDAISM ABOUT THE TIME or JESUS

JESUS was bom among Jews on Jewish soil, and his message
was for Jews alone. In its origin, therefore, and in so far
as it is dependent on its traditional founder, Christianity must
be considered a Jewish phenomenon. When Jesus ended his
ministry, it was not yet a religion, but at least it was the em-
bodiment of a great hope. Jews first carried it into Greek soil,
where an extraordinary success awaited it, and there, too, it
found its first home in the hearts of Jews, or of those who were
already influenced and prepared for its reception by Jewish
propaganda. Finally it was only under the protection of the
privileges which the Jewish nation had acquired in the Empire
that the first Christian communities were able to spring up
and take root without exciting the suspicion of the Roman
authorities.

Even after the "heresy of the Nazarenes," as the Jews
came to call it, had become an independent religion, Judaism
never ceased to influence it, either directly or by the hostile
reaction which it created.1

Indeed, not only has the Jewish Bible been preserved as the
Sacred Book, the Bible of the Christian Church, but the liturgi-
cal traditions, the forms of worship, and even the religious
customs of the Jews have all left a deep imprint on Christian
life.2

1 CCLX7, 248 jgf,, makes a special effort to define this influence of
Judaism on Christianity after the two religions became separated.

2 W. 0. E. Oesterley, The Jewish Background of the Christian Liturgy,
London, 1925.   C/. IV,
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